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and cheerfully borne and which aims at conquering the opponent by an appeal to
his moial sense and in which any attempt to over-reach him rebounds with fatal
effect on the Satyagrahi himself.

Secondly, it must be also admitted that the attack of the Government on a
vulnerable point succeeded. People were not prepared to lose property to the extent
they were prepared to lose liberty and even life and when heavy fines and seques-
tration of property in lieu of fines and confiscations started on a wholesale scale,
gradually demoralisation set in and ultimately broke the back-bone of the movement,
Attempt was made to continue the struggle by confining it to those individuals
who had faith in it and taking it out of the methods of secrecy, That partly ex-
plains the Poona and the Patna decisions,

COUNCIL ENTRY PROGRAMME

It has had to be suspended in the very interests of the movement and those
of the country. The principal reason was our own weakness and yet I do not feel
that there is any reason to be down-hearted.

Our object is nothing less than the liberation of our country which is as
big as a continent, with its varied population of many castes and creeds and
speaking different languages. The response, which the country has made from
one end to the other to the call of the Congress, has been splendid and we have
reason to be proud of it.'

Because our object is great and the task difficult  and ftremendqus   we   have   to
consider our own shortcomings and defects of the Working  Committee  and   certain
announcements which Mahatma Gandhi has made have been subjected to very search-
ing criticism.   The value and importance of these   resolutions   and the statements of
Mahatmaji consist in the fact that they have brought in the forefront of   discussion
certain fundamental considerations,   The first   statenient,   which   Mahatmaji   issued
from Patna on the 7ih April last, simultaneously with his   correspondence  with Dr.
Ansari, announced his advice to the Congress   and   Congressmen   to   suspend   Civil
Disobedience except with regard to himself and to those   who   believed in entry into
legislatures, to take up the programme of Council   Entry.   Both   these   items   were
considered at groat length at a meeting  of  the   All-India   Congress   Committee   at
Patna in the following May and were endorsed by it. The Council Entry programme
naturally led to the creation of the Congress  Parliamentary   Board which   has been
entrusted with the work of organising, guiding and controlling propaganda in favour
of election of Congressmen to the Assembly for the time being.

THE COMMUNAL AWARD

Now, to-day we are in the midst of a campaign which has led to the formula-
tion of the Congress policy in the legislatures in regard to the White Paper and the
Government policy of ruthless repression on which all parties in it are agreed^but
also, unfortunately, on what has been called the Communal decision of the British
Government on which all are not agreed. It will be recalled that after the Second
Bound Table Conference, the British Government announced its decision _ settling
from its point of view the questions of communal representation in the legislatures
under the reform constitution. The decision was given bccnse the Indian members
of the Round Table Conference were unable to arrive at an agreed settlement of the
outstanding differences on the constitutional question amongwt, the various communi-
tes in India. It has created the unfortunate position that whilst we are unable to
agree among ourselves, it is alep impossible to accept this decision which is anti-
national in many respects and is calculated to retard the progress of the countiy
towards a common national outlook. On the other hand, it cannot be denied that
some of the minorities, particularly the Mufisalmaus, are opposed to rejecting it or
think in the main it safeguards their interests.

The Working Committee had, therefore, to decide the question on which a large
section of Hindus and Sikhs are on the one side and practically all Mussalmans,
with a few leading exceptions, and perhaps members of some other _ minority
communities are on the other, the foimer favouring the unqualified rejection of
the decision and the latter equally strongly favouring its acceptance, until
it was replaced by an agreed settlement. Under the circumstances, the Working
Committee had no other alternative but to point out the unsatisfactory and anti-
national nature of the decision hoping at the same time to replace it by an agreed
settlement, and to that end not to divert the attention of the country by creating
an agitation in favour of either accepting or rejecting it.